Religion both True and False - Part 2 
The Logical and Biblical Framework to Examine True and False Religion 


General Revelation grounds language to reality and leads to Proof of the Existence of God, causing 
some to search for God’s Special Revelation 
a. General Revelation: Nature or Creation (Documented in the Arts & Sciences based in Logic) 
i. What the Bible says about nature and general revelation 
1. Nature was created by God 
a. Genesis 1:1 In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. 
2. Nature was created by God through the Word (Logos) 

a. John 1:1-3 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by 
him; and without him was not any thing made that was made 

3. By the Word (Logos) all things exist and are held together 

a. Colossians 1:16 For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that 
are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or 
principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him: And he is 
before all things, and by him all things consist 

4. Nature was created with Wisdom and Understanding by the Word (Logos) 

a. Proverbs 3:19 The LORD by wisdom hath founded the earth; by understanding 
hath he established the heavens. 

5. Nature was created with Formal and Material Logic by the Word (Logos) 

a. Genesis 1:2 And the earth was without form, and void and darkness was upon the 
face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. 

6. The created order was corrupted by sin and the Lord is in the process of fixing it. 

a. Genesis 6:11 The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with 
violence. And God looked upon the earth, and behold it was corrupt; for all flesh 
had corrupted his way upon the earth. 

b. Romans 8:22 For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain 
together until now. 

c. 2 Peter 3:10-13 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the 
which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt 
with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned 
up. Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons 
ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness, Looking for and hasting unto 
the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, 
and the elements shall melt with fervent heat? Nevertheless we, according to his 
promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. 

7. Creation declares the glory of God: 

a. Psalms 19:1 The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his 
handywork. 

8. Ina limited way anyone can reason up to God through nature or the created order 

a. Romans 1:20 For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are 
clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal 
power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse: 
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The three sciences that carefully layout the general revelation that Paul was referencing 
1. Science defined in Websters 1828 dictionary: 
SCI'ENCE, noun [Latin scientia, from scio, to know.] 


1.In a general sense, knowledge, or certain knowledge; the comprehension or 
understanding of truth or facts by the mind. 


2. In philosophy, a collection of the general principles or leading truths relating to any 
subject. Pure science as the mathematics, is built on self-evident truths; but the 
term science is also applied to other subjects founded on generally acknowledged 
truths, as metaphysics; or on experiment and observation, as chemistry and natural 
philosophy; or even to an assemblage of the general principles of an art, as 
the science of agriculture; the science of navigation. Arts relate to practice, as painting 
and sculpture. 


2. Three Supreme Sciences 
a. Physics (Physica) 


provides a vocabulary associated to the physical created order. Terms such 
as nature, physical bodies, substance, change, causation, purpose, potential, 
time, inorganic being, life, death. The vocabulary to think about nature and 
its design is provided in terms of every physical being having form and matter. 


b. Mathematics 


Provides a vocabulary to become numeric. Arithmetic, Geometry, Algebra, 


Trigonometry are examples of branches of mathematics 


God’s Fingerprint: The Golden Ratio & The Fibonacci Sequence in nature 


c. Metaphysics (Meta-physica) [“Meta” means beyond or after] 


vi. 


vii. 


Known by three different names: Wisdom, First Science, Theology 
Provides a vocabulary to speak about wisdom, being, principle, cause and 
effect, truth, goodness, beauty, unity, substance, accidents, knowledge, 
science, existence, essence, and of course reality 
Natural Wisdom or True Metaphysics develops further into a division called 
Natural Theology — which is where the proofs for God’s existence are found. 
Natural Wisdom or True Metaphysics was and is called “First Philosophy” or 
“First Science” because this science including its vocabulary must be used 
implicitly or explicitly to develop any other science. 
Minor Logic or Formal Logic was developed out of true Metaphysics as a tool 
to systematically develop the sciences including the “Empirical Sciences” and 
the “Theological Sciences.” 
The scientific method is used to create the “Empirical Sciences” such as 
Chemistry, Biology, and modern Physics. 

1. The scientific method did not create the scientific method — instead the 

supreme sciences were and are used. 
2. Empirical Sciences are secondary sciences and therefore require the 
first science or supreme sciences 

Book recommendations: 

1. Physics and Beyond for Kids by Anthony Rizzi 

2. The Science Before Science By Anthony Rizzi 

3. The Philosophy of Science Part | & Il by P. Henry Van Laer D. Sc. 
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iii. The First Principles and Ultimate Causes develop into the science of Natural Theology 
1. Principle defined: that from which something proceeds in any way whatever 
a. Our English word “principle” derives from the Latin word principium, which means 
“a beginning” or “origins” 


2. First Principles of created being 
a. First Principles of being 
i. Principle of Identity: Every being is what it is 
ii. Principle of Contradiction: It is impossible for a being both to be and not to 
be at the same time and in the same respect 
iii. Excluded Middle: A being is or is not 
iv. Sufficient Reason: Whatever being exists has sufficient reason for its 
existence 
1. From sufficient reason, we get cause and effect 
2. From cause and effect, we get contingent being and necessary being 
3. From contingent being, we reason up to the necessary being we call 
God 
b. First Principles of Being are used in Minor Logic as First Principles of Thought 
i. How first principles work as laws of thought in Minor Logic: 
1. A being becomes the subject of thought. 
2. Then the being is represented in the mind as the subject 
3. Then something is said about the subject and what is said about the 
subject is called the predicate 
4. The predicate is joined to the subject to make a statement 
5. The statement is either true or false 
- Examples: 
i. “l exist” 
ii. “My reason is capable of knowing truth” 
iii. “God exist” 
iv. “The KJVB is The Holy Bible in English” 
v. “My religion is false” 
vi. “My chromosomes make me a man” 


3. Four Causes to every being 
i. Efficient Cause: that agency which brings about the existence of a thing 
ii. Material Cause: That of which a thing is made or composed 
iii. Formal Cause: That principle in a thing which determines it to be precisely 
the kind of thing it is — its essence, or nature 
iv. Final Cause: the purpose of the thing, its reason for being 


4. Post Modernism removed the first principles along with the efficient cause and final 
cause from mainstream society — along with the science of Natural Theology 
i. A tremendous number of final causations can’t be known without special 
revelation. 
1. “where purpose is not known abuse is inevitable” 
2. “to know the purpose of a thing don’t as the thing ask the creator” 
-Myles Munroe 
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iv. There are seven irrefutable proofs for the existence of God 
1. Five are thousands of years old but refined during the height of the University during 
the thirteenth century and are based in general revelation 
a. They are called “The Five Ways of Thomas Aquinas” 
i. Three of his ways or proofs manifest God’s Eternal Power 
1. Proof of First Mover (Cause of all Motion and Change) 
2. Proof from First Efficient Cause (Cause of all Effects; The Cosmological 
Argument) 
3. Proof from Final Cause (Cause of Purpose or Design; The Teleological 
Argument) 
ii. Two of his ways or proofs manifest the Godhead 
1. Proof from Necessary Being (Source of all Contingent Being) 
2. Proof from Degrees of Perfection (Perfect Exemplar) 

iii. Romans 1:20 For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are 
clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal 
power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse: 

2. One is based on Mathematics and was documented and refined in the last century and 
is based in general revelation 
a. The Proof from Gédel’s Incompleteness Theorems (The Numerator) 
3. One is based in Special Revelation but integrates into general revelation 
a. The Proof from Prophecy (The Foreteller) 
i. Over 1,800 prophecies in the Bible with around 1,500 fulfilled 
1. That is on average 1 prophecy per 17.3 verses 
2. That is on average 1 prophecy per 430 words 
3. Yet, there is no one single missed prophecy 
4. Recommended resources 
a. Five-page PDF — 7 Proofs of the Existence of God by Pastor Conrad Jarrell 
Book — Does God Really Exist by Elder Conrad Jarrell (www.Lulu.com) 
Book — The Encyclopedia of Biblical Prophecy by J. Baron Payne 
YouTube — Proofs of God’s Existence from Prophecy by Elder Conrad Jarrell 
YouTube — The Existence of God by Pastor Jim Henderson 
Textbook — Natural Theology by D.Q. McInerny 


mo a0 


v. Major Logic is used to develop certitude in general revelation 
1. True Metaphysics its subdivision of Natural Theology could not be refuted. 
a. Anew attack was created to make a person doubt they could even know truth 
b. Over time these new attempts to refute the First Science created a new science 
called Defensive Metaphysics 
c. Later Defensive Metaphysics was refashioned into Major Logic, which was 
everything one needs to know about knowing — so one could know they know the 
First Science 
d. Major Logic was refashioned into Epistemology 
i. However, there are many false Epistemologies and that could cause 
confusion, so | am sticking with the science called Major Logic 
2. Major Logic provides a vocabulary to think and speak intelligently about knowledge and 
how humans acquire knowledge. Vocabulary would include the definitions of science, 
intellection, intelligence, knowledge, ignorance, doubt, opinion, certitude, truth, error, 
falsehood, proof, evidence, understanding, judgment, reasoning, etc. 
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3. What certitude is and why it is important 


a. 


Certitude, as it exists in the subject, is a firm and unwavering assent and 
adherence of the mind to known truth. Its firmness excludes all hesitancy, all fear 
that perhaps, after all, the mind may be assenting to what is not true. Thus, 
certitude differs from doubt and suspicion, in which there is no definite assent of 
mind, and from opinion, which is, at best, a hesitant or tentative assent involving 
fear that the opposite of what is assented to may be true. Certitude rigorously 
excludes all fear of error. 

- Criteriology: A Class Manual in Major Logic by Paul J. Glenn, page 142, 1933 


Proving all things requires know-how and understanding of certitude 
i. 1 Thessalonians 5:21 Prove all things; hold fast that which is good. 
Recommended resources: 
i. Book — Being Logical by D. Q. Mclnerny 
1. Covers both Major and Minor Logic in about 125 pages 
2. Also available on Audible 
ii. Sermon with PDF outline — On Knowing Truth by Pastor Ben Mott 
iii. Major Logic: Epistemology by Francis Varvello & Arthur Fearon 
iv. Criteriology: A Class Manual in Major Logic by Paul J. Glenn 


4. Examples: Can you assent to one claim over another without fear of error? 


a. 


b. 


Cc 
d 
e 
f. 
g 
h 
i. 
i 


k. 


Language is a trustworthy means to convey truth vs. Language is not a trustworthy 
means to convey truth 

Grammar should correspond to Logic vs. Grammar should not correspond to Logic 
True testimony should not contradict vs. True testimony should contradict 

One can know truth vs. One can’t know truth 

God exists vs. God does not exist 

Pure special revelation exists vs. Pure special revelation does not exist 

| have the Holy Bible vs. | do not have the Holy Bible 

| can comprehend well when | read vs. | can’t comprehend well when | read 
There is true religion vs. There is not true religion 

| have found God’s true religion vs. | have not found God’s true religion 

| know how to prove all things vs. | don’t know how to prove all things 


5. Finite knowledge has you “boxed in” due to “vanishing points” 


a. 


oa0c 


We can only see so far up and out — even with the best telescope 

We can only see so far down and in — even with the best microscope 

We can’t see into the past — though Forensic Science helps document history 
We can’t see into the future 

Bottomline: We don’t know much 


6. An infinite being is needed to tell the finite being what is beyond the vanishing points 


a. 


b. 


Only so much wisdom and understanding can be discovered from studying the 
created order 
The big questions in life are still on the table needing to be answered. 
i. What is the purpose of our life? 
ii. Where do we go when we die? 
iii. Are there other rational beings at play in the affairs of men? 
iv. How does God interact in the affairs of Men? 
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v. Has God let his will be known to men beyond what is in the created order? 
vi. Who am|to God and where do | stand in his created order? 
vii. How do | “get right” with God? 

c. The desire to have these kinds of questions answered lead some men to search 

for revelation beyond general revelation 
7. Example of Paul using general revelation “Mars Hill” 

a. Acts 17:22-29Then Paul stood in the midst of Mars' hill, and said, Ye men of 
Athens, | perceive that in all things ye are too superstitious. For as | passed by, and 
beheld your devotions, | found an altar with this inscription, To The Unknown God. 
Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him declare | unto you. God that made 
the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and earth, 
dwelleth not in temples made with hands; Neither is worshipped with men's 
hands, as though he needed any thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and 
all things; And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the 
face of the earth, and hath determined the times before appointed, and the 
bounds of their habitation; That they should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel 
after him, and find him, though he be not far from every one of us: For in him we 
live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of your own poets have said, 
For we are also his offspring. Forasmuch then as we are the offspring of God, we 
ought not to think that the Godhead is like unto gold, or silver, or stone, graven 
by art and man's device. 


b. Special Revelation: Mind to Mind Communication (Documented in the Holy Bible) 
i. Major and Minor Logic along with the Trivial Language Arts are used to sort through different 
testimonies claiming to be God’s special revelation 


ii. Special revelation is ultimately testimony 
1. Testimony defined by Websters 1828 Dictionary: 
TEST'IMONY, noun [Latin testimonium.] A solemn declaration or affirmation made for the 
purpose of establishing or proving some fact. Such affirmation in judicial proceedings, may 
be verbal or written, but must be under oath. testimony differs from evidence; testimony is 
the declaration of a witness, and evidence is the effect of that declaration on the mind, or 
the degree of light which it affords. 


iii. In the United States, law abiding citizens all have the duty of being a Juror 
1. Juror defined by Websters 1828 Dictionary: 
One that serves on a jury; one sworn to deliver the truth on the evidence given him 
concerning any matter in question or on trial. 


iv. Three tests of Testimony and the Application of those tests to the King James Bible 
1. Testimony must be self-consistent 
a. The Bible is composed of 66 books written by 40 different authors, over a period 
of more than 2,000 years 
b. Inerrancy — there is not a single proven error in all of the Bible, despite the efforts 
to find one over the span of many centuries 
2. Testimony must be in agreement with the other established facts 
a. Does not contradict science rightly so called (very important to have true science 
or documented general revelation) 
b. Fulfilled prophecy 
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V. 


c. Archaeology evidence must match 


3. Testimony must be in accordance with the known laws of the intrinsic possibilities of 


the events it describes 


a. Does not contradict science rightly so called (very important to have true science 
or documented general revelation) 
b. Recommended resources 
i. Book—Why the Bible ls Number 1: The Sacred Writings in the Light of Science 
by Kenny Barfield 
ii. Outline and audios - The Scientific Timeliness of Scripture by Conrad Owen 
Jarrell II 
iii. Book —Look What’s Missing by David W. Daniels (small and easy) 
iv. Book —In Awe of thy Word by G. A. Riplinger (large and detailed) 
v. YouTube — Why The King James Bible (11 Part Sermon Series) by Pastor Jim 
Henderson 


King James Version on itself as testimony and why it is profitable 


1. 


Psalms 19:7 The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the 
LORD is sure, making wise the simple. 

Il Timothy 3:16 -17 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of 
God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works. 


How General and Special Revelation work together as an educational framework to prepare one for 
finding true religion 

Time perspective: Psalm 90:12 So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts 
unto wisdom 

The educational aim: Proverbs 4:7 Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom: and 
with all thy getting get understanding. 

The educational prayer: James 1:5 If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth 
to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him. 

General Revelation is taught in normative General Education in Western Civilization 


1, 


SOB ws 


The normative aim of general education is wisdom and virtue 
The learner is called a pupil or student 
The Liberal Arts and Liberal Sciences are based on Wisdom and Logic 
The Liberal Sciences are The Supreme Sciences and “Wisdom” is True Metaphysics 
The Supreme Sciences provide a robust vocabulary about realty and its order 
To a post-modern world, normative education is called classical education 
Recommended resources 
a. Book — Classical Education by Andrew Kern and Gene Vieth 
b. Essay — What is Basic about English? by Mortimer Adler (Reforming Education) 
c. Book -— Education of the Founding Fathers of the Republic by James Walsh 
i. Provides the evidence you need of what the normative education was in the 
top colleges in this country during colonial times 
ii. Free as PDF on www.archive.org 
d. Book-— Principles of Education by Pierre Conway 
i. The best book available which lays out the time tested and historical order of 
learning the arts and sciences 
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v. Special Education utilizes the Liberal Arts and Supreme Sciences taught in General Education 
to Study and Learn Special Revelation 
1. Normative aim of special education is wisdom and virtue according to the Bible 
2. The learner is called a Disciple and/or Church Member and/or Christian 
Acts 11:26 And when he had found him, he brought him unto Antioch. And it came to 
pass, that a whole year they assembled themselves with the church, and taught much 
people. And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch. 
3. The Liberal Arts and Liberal Sciences can assist one to more easily study, do good and 
continue in “the perfect law of liberty” (James 1:25) 
4. The Bible perfects words found in the sciences and leads the integration of doctrine 
a. Such as Word (Logos), nurture (paideia), and virtue (arete) 
5. The Bible itself is wisdom and to abide in and do the Bible develops “virtue” 
The Bible is used to order and correct and integrate doctrine across all the sciences 
7. The Lord Jesus Christ is the Wisdom who created the wisdom found in nature and the 
wisdom known as the Bible. 
1 Corinthians 1:24 but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ 
the power of God and the wisdom of God. 
8. The Biblical educational expectation: Psalms 119:99 | have more understanding than all 
my teachers: for thy testimonies are my meditation 
vi. General education based on General Revelation is utilized in special education based on 
Special Revelation 
1. The student learns to read and study in general by means of the master language arts 
based in first principles or logic as found in the created order or general revelation 
2. The disciple learns to read and study in a special sense of using special revelation in 
order to learn the first principles of the oracles of God 
Hebrews 5:12 For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one 
teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become 
such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat. 
3. The disciple learns to interpret English using the master language arts and how to 
interpret the Bible using principles of interpretation found in the Bible 
4. This kind of educational framework prepares students and disciples to: 
a. Avoid science falsely so called by learning true science 
| Timothy 6:20 O Timothy, keep that which is committed to thy trust, avoiding 
profane and vain babblings, and oppositions of science falsely so called: 

b. Avoid philosophy and vain deceit after the traditions of men and after the 
rudiments of the world by learning true philosophy coupled with substantial truth 
that is after the Creator and Lord Jesus Christ 

Colossians 2:8 “Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain 
deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not 
after Christ.” 

c. Avoid Heretical Theology by learning the first principles of the oracles of God or 
essential Bible doctrine 

Ephesians 4:14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, 
and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and 
cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; 
5. Acourse on Essential Bible Doctrine covers the first principles of the oracles of God 
a. Recommended resource 
i. YouTube and PDF — Essential Bible Doctrine Series by Pastor Jim Henderson 
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